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NATIONAL PALLIATIVE CARE AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.06 am]: I would like to share the wonderful news that 
three WA Country Health Service clinicians have been honoured at the National Palliative Care Awards, acknowledging 
the outstanding contributions each has made in their field. Congratulations to Robyn Ellis, regional nurse manager 
midwest, who received the Excellence in Palliative Care—Rural and Remote award. Robyn was recognised for 
her innovative, creative and collaborative approach to providing palliative care services across a vast geographic 
region. The winner in the Excellence in Generalist Palliative Care category was Dr Ramachenderan, who is a general 
practitioner from the great southern. Dr Paula Moffat took home the top honour for Excellence in Palliative Care—
Community Based Care. Dr Moffat is a palliative care consultant employed at Bethesda Health Care palliative care 
unit and also provides important end-of-life care in the Pilbara. 
These awards highlight the quality of care and support available to regional Western Australians. Providing 
compassionate care to our country communities is central to the WA Country Health Service’s mission, which the 
McGowan government proudly supports. WACHS provides palliative care services across Western Australia’s 
seven regions and is committed to delivering exceptional care for WA communities both on country and close to 
home. Palliative care consultants are available in every region and telepalliative care is now available direct to patients 
in their homes. In recent years, WA Country Health Service has focused on developing palliative care services to 
meet its patients’ clinical, spiritual and social needs. WACHS has also committed to bringing the best possible 
palliative care services closer to home for regional families by implementing the $39.7 million palliative care 
program. Importantly, we are also investing in palliative care support for Aboriginal people. Aboriginal healthcare 
workers are vital members of our multidisciplinary palliative care teams across regional WA, working with other 
specialists to connect Aboriginal people with end-of-life services that reflect their spiritual connection to country and 
family. In the past two years, WACHS has increased the number of Aboriginal palliative care workers to six, with 
further recruitment planned. Thank you to all the wonderful healthcare workers working in palliative care. 
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